
OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN RON KLEIN 
FLORIDA’S 22ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  February 13, 2009 
 
 

 
 

 

Klein Votes to get Economy Back on Track 
 

 
 

Washington, D.C.  – Congressman Ron Klein (FL-22) today joined a majority of his 
colleagues to pass the final version of an economic stimulus plan which will save or create over 
200,000 jobs in the state of Florida and 7,500 jobs in the 22nd Congressional District. This 
legislation, supported by a bipartisan coalition of state and local leaders, including Governor 
Charlie Crist, county commissioners and mayors in Broward and Palm Beach counties, contains 
a balance of tax cuts and targeted spending on local priorities to get the economy moving again.  
 
“This is about creating jobs in South Florida,” Klein said after the vote. “I have been listening to 
local mayors, community leaders, families and business owners, along with leading economists 
from the Reagan Administration through the Clinton Administration, and they have all spoken 
with one voice: there is no silver bullet to solve these problems and the time for action is now.  
 
“Doing nothing is simply not an option. Today’s legislation will create the kind of good jobs we 
need in South Florida, from the construction workers fixing and expanding our roads to the 
engineers creating jobs in alternative energy businesses to the IT experts wiring our schools for 
broadband. We are making a real commitment to work together and get our economy back on 
track, and there is no time to waste.” 
 
Congressman Klein stated clearly that today’s vote was a first step, and that more work lies 
ahead. To that end, he will announce next week a new Job Advisory Group  made up of local 
business owners, financial experts and other citizens and community leaders. The board will 
provide advice and oversight on how the stimulus money is being spent in South Florida and 
spur new ideas to create jobs in our community. Following next week’s announcement, Klein 
will meet with the board regularly to listen to their concerns and take their ideas to Washington.  
 
In addition, immediately following the passage of the stimulus legislation, Klein led the South 
Florida Congressional delegation in a letter to Governor Charlie Crist, urging him to focus on 
reinvesting in South Florida when distributing education and infrastructure dollars from the 
stimulus package across the state. The delegation letter meets a commitment Klein made to local 
mayors at a meeting this week, and the full text can be found below.  
 
“I do not take the commitment to repairing our economy lightly, and I will continue fighting 
every day for efficient, effective solutions that meet the needs of the families and businesses in 
South Florida,” Klein said.  

 
### 

 
February 13, 2009 



 
Governor Charlie Crist 
Executive Office of the Capitol 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Dear Governor Crist: 
 
We write to you as President Obama is preparing to sign into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (H.R.1) to combat the worst economic crisis this country has seen since the 
Great Depression.  Integral to this legislation is funding for critical transportation infrastructure 
projects like highways, bridges, and railroads, and funds for K-12 schools and universities facing 
enormous budget cuts.  By passing this legislation, we can undertake the massive task of 
rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure, reinvesting in our education system, and putting 
Americans back to work.   
 
Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Florida could receive approximately $1.8 
billion for transportation infrastructure projects--$1.34 billion for highways and bridges alone.  
This total amount represents the fourth highest among all 50 states, behind only California, New 
York, and Texas.  Florida could also be eligible for approximately $508 million for Title I 
schools, $622 million for special education funding, and $2.7 billion in state stabilization funds 
to prevent teacher layoffs, repair schools and prevent other cutbacks in state education spending. 
 
As you well know based on your advocacy for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
Florida desperately needs this infusion of resources.  However, we hope that that you keep in 
mind the needs of South Florida as you begin allocating funds.  According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2005 population estimates, the counties with the highest population in Florida are 
Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach, respectively.  Our burgeoning population underscores 
the need to reinvest in this world-famous region of Florida.        
 
Therefore, we respectfully urge that you ensure South Florida receives its fair portion of 
transportation infrastructure and education funding under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act.  Anything short would be a disservice to the hundreds of thousands of 
taxpayers in South Florida hurting during this economic recession.        
 
We trust that you will take our concerns into account and look forward to your response. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
  Ron Klein    Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
  Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
   
             Robert Wexler      Alcee Hastings                              Kendrick Meek  
             Member of Congress                Member of Congress                     Member of Congress  
               

 


